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One Final Example for What it Really Means for 
a Country’s Population to Age

• In 2000, in the United States there 
were approximately 72k 
centenarians

• By 2050, the number will exceed 
834k – a fourteen fold increase 
(using the Bureau’s “middle range”, 
high range estimates exceed 4MM)

• If we made them all live together…
– We would need a city the size of 

Detroit.  There are only ten cities in 
the U.S. today large enough to 
hold all of the centenarians who 
will be around in about forty years.

• And remember that the 
populations of nearly all of the 
developed world are already older 
than the U.S. today…
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Over time a slightly higher percent 
of 100+ are male – up to 18% in 

2050.


